Editorial
This issue of philosophy@LISBON contains three distinct sections: Metaphysics, Identity & Person, and Praxis.
Regarding the Praxis section, it addresses problems of political philosophy, such as freedom of expression, direct democracy, the relationship
between economic and political power, as well as the articulation between
the “General Will” and “Freedom” in Rousseau’s thought.
As an editor, finding designations encompassing the articles in the
other sections was undoubtedly more complicated. So we opted for “Metaphysics” and “Identity & Person”. In the Metaphysics section, the reader
will find two articles, one on Aristotle’s metaphysical thought and the second on the notion of the Trinity within Christian Theology. Insofar as
there is a Philosophical Theology within the scope of metaphysical studies since Aristotle, if not even since Timaeus and Plato’s Laws, it seemed
appropriate to include the two articles mentioned, aware, however, that
Christian thought on the Trinity goes beyond the so-called Natural or Philosophical Theology.
Finding a section that encompassed studies on identity, whether in
the social sciences, neurology, literature, or narrative, was even more complicated. Authors as disparate as Ernest Gellner, Derek Parfit, Jeff McMahan, Jorge Luis Borges, and Paul Ricœur, among many others, give body
to studies consigned in the area we have designated as “Identity & Person”,
in line, as a matter of fact, with the title of the last International Philosophy
Olympiad held in Lisbon, in the year 2022, by PROSOFOS.
In the past, it would be easy to find a traditional designation: Philosophical Anthropology. But this discipline has fallen into disuse because anthropological questions already have two substantial scientific areas, namely
Physical (or Biological, if you prefer) Anthropology and Cultural Anthropology.
For example, does human nature have a metaphysical specificity to explore? Even when the expression “Philosophical Anthropology” became
current - as is the case, for example, with Cassirer - the intention was to
think of human being in the light of a new key, the symbolic function, a
dimension involved in the constitution of human cultures. Nowadays, only
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logy, mainly if we consider the notion of “human capacity”, described in
Oneself as Another (1990), in that intermediate space between pure freedom
and radical determinism. If we so wished, we could return to the notions of
Rational Psychology, but the studies of the latter, nowadays, are consigned to
the so-called Philosophy of Mind.
The magazine’s next issue, No. 13, will be published in early 2023. For
this purpose, we call for submissions until 31 October 2022. It is possible
to find the rules for submission and formatting on the journal’s website:
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